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these exiles went to Geneva; which city had received the
doctrine of Calvin, and rejected the government of bishops;
with many other refinements. These English exiles readily
embraced the Geneva system; and having added farther
improvements of their own, upon Queen Mary's death
returned to England; where they preached up their own
opinions; inveighing bitterly against Episcopacy, and all
rites and ceremonies, however innocent and ancient in the
Church: building upon this foundation; to run as far as pos-
sible from Popery, even in the most minute and indifferent
circumstances : this faction, under the name of Puritan,
became very turbulent, during the whole reign of Queen
Elizabeth; and were always discouraged by that wise queen,
as well as by her two successors. However, their numbers,
as well as their insolence and perverseness, so far increased,
that soon after the death of King James the First, many
instances of their petulancy and scurrility, are to be seen in
their pamphlets, written for some years after; which was a
trade they began in the days of Queen Elizabeth: particularly
with great rancour against the bishops, the habits, and the
ceremonies: Such were that scurrilous libel under the title
of Martin Mar-prelate,1 and several others. And, although
the Earl of Clarendon 2 tells us, that, until the year 1640, (as
I remember) the kingdom was in a state of perfect peace
and happiness, without the least appearance of thought or
design toward making any alterations in religion or govern-

1 According to Mr. Edward Arber the writers of these famous tracts
were the Rev. John Penny and Job Throckmprton, Esq. He calls
these two writers "the most eminent prose satirists of the Elizabethan
age." For a full account of these tracts and the controversy, see Mr.
Arber's e' Introductory Sketch to the Martin Mar-prelate Controversy,
1588-1590 (1879, English Scholar's Library). The aim of the Mar-
prelate writers is thus stated by the able author of that sketch: "To
ridicule and affront a proud hierarchy [the bishops] endowed with large
legal means of doing mischief, and not wanting in will to exercise these
powers to the full. The spell of the unnatural civil power which had
been enjoyed by the Papal prelates in this country remained with their
Protestant successors until this Controversy broke it : so that from this
time onwards the bishops set about to forge a new spell, * the Divine
Right of their temporal position and power,5 which hallucination was
dissolved by the Long Parliament: from which time a bishop has usually
been considered no more than a man " (Preface, pp. 11-12). [T. S.]

3 Edward Hyde, Earl of Clarendon (1608-1674), the author of the
" History of the Great Rebellion." [T. S.]